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Correspondence

1.

Memo to Suzanne D. Case, DLNR, from Michael Naho‘opi‘i regarding Request to
Initiate Organizational Changes dated November 23, 2022.

Memo to Matthew Hatakeyama, KIRC, from Michael Naho‘opi‘i regarding Acting
Executive Director dated November 23, 2022.

Letter to Senate President Ronald D. Kouchi and House Speaker Scott K. Saiki,
from Michael Naho‘opi‘i regarding the Status of the Kaho‘olawe Rehabilitation
Trust Fund report, dated November 29, 2022 .

Letter to Whom It May Concern from Michael Naho‘opi‘i regarding Nalu Studies
dated December 21, 2022.

Memo to Dawn Chang, Department of Land and Natural Resources, from Michael
Naho‘opi‘i regarding disposal of state property dated January 4, 2023.

Letter to Richard Bissen, Jr., Maui County Mayor, from Michael Naho‘opi‘i
regarding Reappointment of Saumalu Mataafa to the Kaho olawe Island Reserve
Commission, dated February 14, 2023.

Media Coverage

“Native Hawaiian activist, physician Dr. Noa Emmett Aluli passes away,” Hawaii
News Now, November 30, 2022, https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2022/12/01/native-
hawaiian-activist-physician-dr-noa-emmett-aluli-passes-away/, downloaded
February 15, 2023.

“In Memoriam: Dr. Noa Emmett Aluli,” December 1, 2022,
https://jabsom.hawaii.edu/in-memoriam-dr-noa-emmett-aluli/, downloaded January
24,2023.

“Revered Hawaiian activist and physician Emmett Aluli remembered,” The Star
Advertiser, Timothy Hurley, December 2, 2022,
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2022/12/02/hawaii-news/revered-hawaiian-activist-
and-physician-aluli-remembered/, downloaded January 24, 2023.

“Family issues statement on the life and legacy of Dr. Noa Emmett Auwae Aluli,”
MauiNow, December 3, 2022, https://mauinow.com/2022/12/03/family-issues-
statement-on-the-life-and-legacy-of-dr-noa-emmett-auwae-aluli/, downloaded
February 15, 2023.

“The Legacy of Dr. Aluli,” The Molokai Dispatch, December 11, 2022,
https://themolokaidispatch.com/the-legacy-of-dr-
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aluli/#:~:text=Perhaps%20his%20most%20noteworthy%20legacy,.went%200n%20
for%2050%20years, downloaded January 24, 2023.

“Late Native Hawaiian doctor, activist, mentor leaves legacy,” The Maui News,
Dakota Grossman, December 10, 2022, https://www.mauinews.com/news/local-
news/2022/12/late-native-hawaiian-doctor-activist-mentor-leaves-legacy/,
downloaded January 24, 2023.

“A Healer of the Land; A Healer of the People,” Puanani Fernandez-Akamine, Ka
Wai Ola, January 1, 2023, https://kawaiola.news/hehoomanao/a-healer-of-the-land-
a-healer-of-the-people/, downloaded February 15, 2023.

“S tons of marine debris airlifted from Kahoolawe destined for recycling,” Hawaii
News Now, January 18, 2023, https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2023/01/19/5-tons-
marine-debris-airlifted-kahoolawe-destined-recycling/, downloaded February 14,
2023.

“Tons of marine debris removed from Kahoolawe on Wednesday,” The Maui News,
January 19, 2023, https://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2023/01/tons-of-
marine-debris-removed-from-kahoolawe-on-wednesday/, downloaded February 14,
2023.

“Volunteers Collect 5 Tons of Ocean Trash Kahoolawe, Hawaii Beach,” Waste 360,
January 19, 2023, https://www.waste360.com/recycling/volunteers-collect-5-tons-
ocean-trash-kahoolawe-hawaii-beach, downloaded February 14, 2023.

“Remote beach on Kaho‘olawe clean of marine debris . . . for now,” Howzit Kohala,
January 17, 2023, https://howzitkohala.com/2023/01/18/remote-beach-on-
kahoolawe-clean-of-marine-debrisfor-now/, downloaded February 14, 2023.

“NOA EMMETT AUWAE ALULI, M.D.,” (Family Placed Obituary), The Star
Advertiser, January 22, 2023, https://obits.staradvertiser.com/2023/01/22/noa-
emmett-auwae-aluli-m-d-22012023/, downloaded February 15, 2023.

“Massive cleanup effort ends on Kaho‘olawe,” Wyatt Haupt, Jr., The Garden
Island, January 24, 2023.

“Helicopters airlift 5 tons of marine debris from Kaho‘olawe,” Zoe Dym, Hawaii
Public Radio (radio broadcast), January 24, 2023,
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2023-01-24/helicopters-airlift-5-tons-
of-marine-debris-from-kaho%CA % BBolawe, downloaded February 14, 2023.
“Cleaning Kaho’olawe,” Hawaii DLNR, video, https://vimeo.com/792704396,
January 25, 2023.

“Dr. Emmett Aluli followed his ancestors in championing Hawaiian lands, culture,”
Hawai‘i Public Radio, January 25, 2023, https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-
news/2023-01-25/dr-emmett-aluli-followed-his-ancestors-in-championing-hawaiian-
lands-culture, downloaded February 15, 2023.

“Serving the Land and the People,” Winona Laduke, Earth Island Journal,
February 1, 2023, https://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/articles/entry/in-
memoriam-emmett-aluli/, downloaded February 15, 2023.
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18. “The return of a healing son to Moloka‘i,” Catherine Cluett Pactol, Hawai‘i Public

Radio, February 9, 2023, https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2023-02-
09/the-return-of-a-healing-son-to-molokai, downloaded February 15, 2023.

Miscellaneous

1.

Governor Green’s letter to The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, State Senate
President, and The Honorable Scott K. Saiki, State House Speaker regarding the
state budget, dated February 13, 2023.

Testimony of Michael K. Naho‘opi‘i, Executive Director, Before the Senate
Committees on Water and Land And Hawaiian Affairs, regarding Senate Bill 100,
Relating to the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission, January 31, 2023.
Testimony of Michael K. Naho‘opi‘i, Executive Director, Before the House
Committee on Water and Land, regarding House Bill 571, Relating to the
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission, February 2, 2023.

Standing Committee Report No. 12, regarding S.B. No. 100, S.D. 1, dated February
3,2023.

Standing Committee Report No. 210, regarding HB. No. 571, H.D. 1, dated
February 9, 2023.

Protect Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana, Post-Huaka“‘i Report for November 4-8, 2022.


https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2023-02-09/the-return-of-a-healing-son-to-molokai
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2023-02-09/the-return-of-a-healing-son-to-molokai





































Additionally, our Kaho'olawe field teams also needs additional field support as we increased our
focus to coastline stabilization and coastal wetland restoration efforts.

The KIRC has lived on a shoestring budget for the past decade, making do with whatever
resources and funds we have been able to get, but at the same time been able to do amazing
work, restoring one of the most devastated and remote places in Hawaii. The task ahead of the
KIRC is one of the greatest challenges for this and the next generation, but to many here in
Hawaii, a challenge that is worth the effort.



JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR | KE KIA'AINA

KUKULU KE EA A KANALOA

KAHO‘OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
KOMIKINA MALAMA KAHO‘OLAWE

811 Kolu Street, Suite 201, Wailuku, HI 96793
Telephone (808) 243-5020 Fax (808) 243-5885
Website: http://kahoolawe.hawaii.gov

Testimony of
MICHAEL K. NAHO OPI'1
Executive Director

Before the House Committee on
WATER AND LAND
Thursday, February 2, 2023
9:30 AM
State Capitol, Conference Room 430

In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 571

COMMISSION MEMBERS

JOSHUA KAAKUA, Ed.D
Chairperson

CARMEN HULU LINDSEY
Vice-Chair

DAWN N.S. CHANG

‘ANELA EVANS

SAUMALU MATAAFA
BENTON KEALII PANG, Ph.D
MICHELLE PESCAIA

Michael K. Naho‘opi'i
Executive Director

RELATING TO THE KAHO OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION

House Bill 571 appropriates funds for the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission and to fund
three full-time equivalent (3.0 FTE) positions for the Kaho olawe Island Reserve Commission.

The Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC) strongly supports this measure.

The KIRC is the single government agency responsible to provide and maintain on-island
infrastructure and services on Kaho'olawe. Our on-island responsibilities include operating and
maintaining an OSHA standard, field workcamp to support staff and a volunteer workforce while
restoring the devasted landscape of Kahoolawe.

The general funds provided in Act 248/SLH2022 was a significant one-time contribution to the
operations and support needed to continue the KIRC’s innovative and effective Kaho olawe
Island restoration and management efforts. The KIRC seeks, through this measure, to make this
appropriation permanent to ensure that the KIRC can continue the long-term operations and
maintenance of the Honokanai'a Base Camp, on-island facilities and infrastructure, and the

KIRC ocean going vessel, *Ohua. Without our base of operations, the well-maintained

equipment and facilities on Kaho'olawe, and our means of getting to and from Kahoolawe, safe
public access as well as the continuing management and restoration efforts on Kaho'olawe
would be impossible. This funding is crucial to the long-term stability and continuation of the
KIRC’s on-island restoration and rehabilitation efforts.

The additional KIRC positions are critically vital as the KIRC has observed a long-term increase
in unpredictability and severity of weather and ocean conditions in the waters surrounding Maui

and Kaho'olawe, most likely due to climate change and global warming, which has resulted in an
increased need for additional manpower to safely and effectively operate the KIRC ocean vessel.


http://kahoolawe.hawaii.gov/
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focus to coastline stabilization and coastal wetland restoration efforts.
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work, restoring one of the most devastated and remote places in Hawaii. The task ahead of the
KIRC is one of the greatest challenges for this and the next generation, but to many here in
Hawaii, a challenge that is worth the effort.
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positions for fiscal years 2017-2018 and 2018-2019. However,
these funds were only enough to support staffing, Maui-based
facilities, and Maui-based operations. Thus, Act 140, Session
Laws of Hawaii 2018, provided additional general funds for
Kaho‘olawe island safety and operations, and Act 248, Session Laws
of Hawaii 2022, provided a one-time infusion of $400,000 in
general funds for Kaho‘olawe island-based operations and additional
cultural resource staffing.

Your Committees find that although previous funding provided
critical relief for field operations after two years of fiscal
austerity, additional funding is needed to ensure that Kaho‘oclawe's
on-island operations, safety, and infrastructure are maintained,
and that the island remains open for critical restoration and
cultural activities. Further, the increased severity of long-term
weather conditions in and around the waters surrounding Kaho‘olawe
and Maui require additional positions to augment the Commission's
boat operations and to expand coastal erosion and shoreline
protection projects on Kaho‘oclawe. Therefore, this measure
appropriates funds for the Commission and funds three full-time
equivalent (3.00 FTE) permanent positions to support the
Commission's management, protection, and restoration of the
cultural and historical resources of Kaho‘olawe.

Your Committees have heard the testimony of the Kaho‘olawe
Island Reserve Commission, which requested that language be
included in the measure that would fund the Commission
permanently. Your Committees find that this issue raises concerns
that merit further consideration and request that your Committee
on Ways and Means further examine those issues and concerns raised
by the testifiers on this measure.

Therefore, your Committees have amended this measure by:
(1) Inserting blank appropriation amounts; and

(2) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Water and Land and Hawaiian Affairs that are
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the
intent and purpose of S.B. No. 100, as amended herein, and
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recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto

as S.B. No. 100, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways
and Means.

Regpectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Water and Land
and Hawaiian Affairs,

ORRAINE R. INOU¥E, Chadr

MAILE S.L. SHIMABUKURO, Chair
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STAND. COM. REP. NO. Z‘O

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 09

RE: H.B. No. 571
H.D. 1

, 2023

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 571 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE KAHO‘OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE
COMMISSION, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
Department of Land and Natural Resources for the Kaho‘olawe Island
Reserve Commission to effectively meet the unique challenges of
restoring, preserving, and determining the appropriate uses of the
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve for the people of Hawaii.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission, Protect Kaho‘olawe
‘Ohana, and numerous individuals. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Center for
Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies.

Your Committee finds that the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve
Commission has made great strides in recent years in the
restoration of Kaho‘olawe's natural and cultural resources;
however, additional funding is needed to ensure that Kaho‘olawe's
on-island operations, safety, and infrastructure are maintained
and the island remains open for critical restoration and cultural
activities. Funding for additional positions is also necessary to
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